Mr Duncan Law Date 6th June 2024
Development Management

North Northamptonshire Council

(Wellingborough Office)

Swanspool House

Doddington Rd, Wellingborough

Northants, NN8 1BP

Dear Mr Law,

RE- NW/24/00230/CND - STANTON CROSS DEVELOPMENT’S (SCD) DISCHARGE OF
CONDITIONS 23 AND 36, REGARDING WP/15/00605/VAR RE-Soft Landscaping and
Maintenance on Route 2

| write to object to the above application by Stanton Cross Developments (SCD) to discharge
conditions 23 and condition 36. My reasons for doing so are set out below.

Grounds for Objection:

1. Overall I am very disappointed by the proposed new soft landscaping along all Route 2.
After removing vast numbers of mature trees and hedgerows, minimal like to like
replacement planting is planned, resulting in a considerable degradation of biodiversity and
nature/wildlife corridors all along the entire area, and | ask NNC to reject this deficient plan

2. And where the removal of historic hedgerows or protected trees in deemed to be
‘unavoidable’, SCD believe it appropriate to discharge mitigations actions anywhere across
the entire SUE Stanton Cross area, resulting in the Embankment and other key areas being
further denuded.

3. Re-Whitworth Way/Tesco field (enclosed by the A509) - hundreds of mature shrubs and
trees will be cleared, eradicating this hedgerow and be replaced with: a). Amenity Grass
Mix, b).bulbs within mown grass, and c) new. Acer campestre ‘street’ trees. This planting is
clearly inadequate to replace the original veteran hedgerow. A more thoughtful and diverse
planting should be considered to achieve a supportive ecological landscape as set out in the
Environmental Statements.

4. The ‘Tesco’ Roundabout. (a) On the Tesco grass verge there is a good example of
continuous pollinator flowers with bulbs. Following on from the daffodils are Camassias and
then Alliums, both of which are a good food source for insects, (b) more protected lime trees
could be saved on the London Rd roundabout, including allowing felled trees which are now
resprouted to allow a single stem to flourish.

5. This is application is closely linked to application NW/24/00231/CND, and that application
does not contain sufficient information for NNC to determine it in accordance with the High
Court judgement. In particular, the application fails to: identify which trees are protected by
a TPO, which trees are to be felled and why this is ‘necessary’.

6. The loss of the historic ‘boulevard’ feature south of the roundabout (with the proposed loss
of 13 of the remaining 21 trees) is distressing as this is the only place on this part of the
Walks where this feature remains and its loss will have considerable impacts of the flora and
fauna of the Embankment area

7. Triangular Meadow - A509/The Embankment corner. Planting 8 ‘Green Spire’ trees will not
sufficiently replace the 16 TPO Lime trees felled north of the roundabout. Also these
proposed trees have twice the spacing as the original Lime trees. The original ‘boulevard’
effect could be retained by planting the new Lime trees in rows parallel to each other. The
first line would be planted alongside the road with a pedestrian/cycle path between the two
rows of trees, creating a buffer zone from cars



8. There is no adequate justification for the considerable loss of trees/hedgerows around
London Road and along Route 2, which will result in extensive loss of habitat/food sources
for wildlife colonies that reside/use these vital habitat corridors, in direct contravention of the
Environmental Statement of 2005/2015 requirements to safeguard nature corridors, and the
advice of the Wildlife Trust and Natural England.

o.  The Embankment/Triangular Meadow Replacement of hedgerow/trees with a wet meadow
mix of grasses and wild flowers The drawing is unclear whether the proposal is to replace
the original hedgerow. Either way, in order to mitigate the loss of the hedgerow one could be
planted and positioned between the road and the proposed pedestrian/cycle path to comply
with the Wellingborough East Environmental Statement

10.0n the Triangular Meadow side of the Embankment there is a proposed ditch. There is no
mention on the drawing (Sheet 3 of 8) of ‘proposed aquatic/shrub planting areas within
swales. As a result this area will have a negative biodiversity value. Sheet 4 of 8 shows
planting further along the same stretch, this area too could be planted in this way as well.

11. An important factors in the Environmental Statements is ‘diverse habitat corridors’ and it is
widely acknowledged that this is an essential feature to help mitigate sudden dramatic
ecological changes, but SCD’s proposal does not protect these

12.Previous drawings showed the area between the realigned road and the River Nene is to be
a Mitigation Zone. | see no evidence of planting within this area. Wellingborough East
Environmental Statement Point 6.2.1 refers to a list of possible impacts without mitigation
including ‘Direct loss of habitats and associated flora and fauna, interruption of wildlife
corridors, decrease in value to wildlife through reduction in species and or habitat’

13. This area does not fulfil the obligations of the Ecological Appraisal 2015., that is to
enable the move “from a net loss of bio-diversity to achieving net gains for nature”,
“minimising the impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity”. This plan
does none of this and instead undermines it

14 were NNC to agree this application they would be disregarding requirements related to its
own planning policy, namely; Policy 2 — historic environment, Policy 3 — landscape
character, Policy 4 — biodiversity and geodiversity, and Policy 20 — supporting Nene Valley

15 Planned mitigations by SCD to the decimation are to be discharged anywhere across the
SUE site not in the vicinity of Route 2, to the further detriment of the exist locality

16 Re-Condition 36 — | could see no or plans re-the maintenance of the proposed planting

My Personal Comments and Objections

For the reasons set out above, | request that NNC reject this wholly inappropriate soft landscaping
plan including limited mitigations

Yours sincerely

Name: (please print)

Address:




